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Email: aurore@ricenorthwestmuseum.org

The Rice Museum of Rocks & Minerals Announces it’s plans to reopen on
Saturday, May 1

Hillsboro: The Rice Museum will reopen to the public on Saturday, May 1. Visitors will
notice a few changes, including new flooring, new displays, and a reorganization of
gallery spaces. Aurore Giguet, Executive Director of the Rice Museum, said, “Museums
play a critical role in restoring our sense of community. We look forward to opening our
doors to welcome people back to the Museum.” Giguet continued, “We’re dedicated
to providing a welcoming environment and a positive visitor experience.”

In preparation for reopening, the Museum will use an advance reservation system and
take other health and safety measures outlined by the State, CDC, and other public
health officials. The Rice has prioritized three goals:

● Protecting the health and safety of visitors;
● Deliver on its public service mission of education; and
● Contributing to the recovery of the Portland Metro area.

NEW OPERATING PROCEDURES: The Museum will be open three days a week, Friday-
Sunday 10:00 to 5:00 pm, and require advanced reservation as a means for limiting
attendance. New health protocols have been instituted to protect the health and safety
of visitors and staff, including limiting attendance; requiring facial coverings; requiring
physical distancing; self-screening; implementing enhanced cleaning procedures;
adding plexiglass barriers at the ticketing counter; limiting elevator and restroom
capacity; and providing hand sanitizer throughout the facility.

NEW EXHIBITION: The Smithsonian poster exhibition “Picturing Women Inventors”
will be on display at the Rice throughout the Summer. Organized by the Smithsonian
and the United States Patent and Trademark Office, “Picturing Women Inventors”
explores the inventions of 19 highly accomplished American women. Astronauts,
computer pioneers, and businesswomen join athletes, engineers, and even teenagers
in this remarkable group of inventors. Visit the Museum’s website for more information.

NEW ACCESS PROGRAMS: With the commitment to seek, include, and welcome all
audiences. The Rice has joined the access programs Museums for All and Blue Star
Museums. The Museums for All program supports those receiving food assistance
(SNAP) benefits visiting the Rice Museum for a reduced fee of $3.00 per person, up to
four people, with the presentation of a SNAP Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) card.

mailto:aurore@ricenorthwestmuseum.org
mailto:aurore@ricenorthwestmuseum.org
https://ricenorthwestmuseum.org/visit-during-social-distancing/
https://ricenorthwestmuseum.org/exhibits/
https://ricenorthwestmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Press-Release_MUSEUMS-FOR-ALL.docx-2.pdf
https://ricenorthwestmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Press-Release_BLUE-STAR.docx.pdf
https://ricenorthwestmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Press-Release_BLUE-STAR.docx.pdf


The Blue Star Museums program begins on Armed Forces Day—Saturday, May 15,
2021, and ends on Labor Day—Monday, September 6, 2021. Active-duty military
personnel, including the National Guard and Reserves, and their families will receive
free admission to the Museum with the presentation of a valid military id.

The Museum has been closed to the public since November 17 following guidance
from Governor Brown to help slow the spread of COVID-19 and recover from a January
flooding incident.

About the Rice Museum

Housing a world-class collection of rocks and minerals, the Rice Museum is recognized
as the finest in the Pacific Northwest and one of the best in the nation. Its educational
programs include organized school field trips and ongoing educational outreach
throughout the community at large. The Museum is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places for its unique architectural style and natural stone, and extraordinary
native Oregon woodwork.

The Rice Museum is a Smithsonian Affiliate, one of only three in Oregon. The Affiliation
serves as an endorsement of the quality of a museum’s facilities, the training and
professionalism of its staff, and its mission to educate the public. More information
about the Smithsonian Affiliations program and Affiliate activity is available at
www.affiliations.si.edu.

For more information about the Rice Northwest Museum of Rocks and Minerals, call
(503) 647-2418 or visit www.ricenorthwestmuseum.org.
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